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intentions. He at once pressed forward to profit by the
quarrels of the Maratha generals. In the very presence
of the enomy, Dhanaji Jadav attacked Santaji Ghorpade's
force. The latter's strict discipline and cruel punishments
had made him unpopular with his officers and men. On
a concerted signal the bulk of them deserted to Dhanaji
Jadav. Santaji fled alone into the western hills followed
by Firoz Jang on one side and on the other by his own
troops and Dhanaji Jadav's army. He might have escaped
but for the tireless pursuit of Nagoji Mane. As will bo
remembered, Nagoji Mano had helped Rajaram to escape
from Jinji and thereafter ho had deserted the Moghul
cause. He was by birth the deshmukh or hereditary
revenue officer of Mhaswad and he had a bitter private
feud with Santaji Ghorpude. As a punishment for some
military offenco, Santaji had ordered Nagoji Mane's brother
to be trampled to death by an elephant*. This act Nagoji
neither forgot nor forgave. When the others gave up the
chase, Mane relentlessly pursued the fugitive. Santaji,
thinking that he had shaken off his enemies, dismounted
to bathe himself and his horse in a small stream. As he
bathed, Nagoji Mano and his men came upon him and
killed him. Mane cut off the dead man's head and putting
it in a bag, tied the bag to his saddle, meaning to take it
to Dhanaji Jadav. As he rode, the bag became unfastened
and fell to the ground. It was picked up shortly after-
wards by some of Firoz Jang's scouts, who opened it and
recognised the head as that of Santaji Ghorpade, They
carried it back to Firoz Jang who sent it by a messenger
to Aurangzib. The latter was delighted and gave the
messenger the title of Khush Khabar Khan, or lord among
the bearers of glad tidings. The head was paraded by
beat of drum through the army and through several of
the chief towns of the Deccan. Santaji's death was a great
loss to the> Maratha cause. For seven years he had been

v Another account given by Mr. Sardcsai mentions that Santaji had killed
Amritrao Nimbalkar Nagoji Majae*s father-in-Uw.